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Twittering the War: The Question(s)

Starting Point:

How (and why) is the ancient past mobilised in contemporary and novel forms, 
contexts and media?

 How are ancient historical texts and associated narratives mobilised on 
Twitter? 

How are Herodotus’ Histories of the Persian Wars and Thucydides’ 
History of the Peloponnesian War mobilised and (re)embedded in public 
tweets about the war in Ukraine?



Twittering the War: The Methodology

 Collecting the tweets



Collecting the tweets (iterative process)

Sampling 
Criteria

Initial Sample
(93 tweets)

Final Sample  
(293 tweets; 11,139 tokens; 8,215 words)

(key)words Herodotus; Thucydides Herodotus; Thucydides; Leonidas; 
Thermopylae; Scythia; Battle of Marathon; 
Melian/Peloponnesian War; Athenian/s; 
Pericles; Russia/Ukraine

hashtag(s) #Ukraine #Ukraine 

language English English

dates 24 Feb – 24 Jun 2022 24 Feb 2022 – 24 Feb 2023



Storing and Organising the tweets

DATE Twitter handle TEXT Other content
LINK 

to other content

LINK 
to tweet

ENGAGEMENT
Replies – Retweets - Likes



Analysing the tweets 
(illustrating potential lines of enquiry)

How are Herodotus’ Histories of the Persian Wars and Thucydides’ 
History of the Peloponnesian War mobilised and (re)embedded in 
public tweets about the war in Ukraine?

 What themes and/or wider discourses are invoked in the tweets that 
mention Herodotus and Thucydides in the context of this war?

 How are the two ancient historians (re)presented in the sample (cf. 
reception of Herodotus and Thucydides)?



Analysing the tweets 
(illustrating potential lines of enquiry)

SketchEngine: ‘is the ultimate tool to 
explore how language works. Its 
algorithms analyze text corpora to identify 
instantly what is typical in language and 
what is rare, unusual or emerging usage’ 
(SketchEngine 2023)



Wordlists (Frequency Lists) & Themes
10 most frequent words

1. the

2. .

3. be

4. ,

5. ’’

6. #ukraine

7. of

8. and

9. to

10. in

20 most frequent nouns

1. #ukraine 11. trap

2. thucydides 12. Russia

3. #russia 13. king

4. leonidas 14. history

5. war 15. #ukrainerussiawar

6. ukraine 16. herodotus

7. Thermopylae 17. Spartan

8. world 18. day

9. time 19. power

10. #putin 20. year

vs.



Wordlists (Frequency Lists) & Themes
10 most frequent pronouns

1. it

2. they

3. their

4. I

5. you

6. he 

7. we

8. his

9. our

10. them



Examining the word in context
Concordance: ‘a collection of the occurrences of a word-form (node), each in its 
own textual environment’ (Sinclair 1991: 32).

Sinclair, J. (1991) Corpus, Concordance, Collocation. Oxford: Oxford University Press.



Exploring reception of ancient historical texts through 
the lens of ‘collocation’

Collocation: ‘a frequent co-occurrence of words’ (Sinclair 1996: 28) – ‘you shall 
know a word by the company it keeps (Firth, 1957: 11)

must/should

read

__ Ancient Historian
[Herodotus] 

[Thucydides]

Sinclair, J. (1996) The Search for Units of Meaning. Textus 9 (1): 75-106. 
Firth, J. R. (1957) Papers in Linguistics 1934-1951. Oxford: Oxford University Press.



Exploring reception of ancient historical texts through 
the lens of ‘collocation’

Thucydides as a …

[3] With respect to #Ukraine & #Russia the Melian 

dialogue , a cornerstone of anyone studying #war 

remains valid . The observation by Thucydides just as 

correct now as it has always been.(user 5, 26 Feb 2022)

[4] My heart and soul is devastated because of the 

Russian invasion and attack against #Ukraine. Here are 

some thoughts. […] think how Thucydides had defined

the origins of war: honor, fear, interest.  

(user 6, 27 Feb 2022)

Herodotus as a …

[1] Herodotus reports that just before the Battle of

Thermoplyae [sic], a Spartan warrior […] “Good,

Then we shall have our battle in the shade” #Ukraine 

#sparta #resilience #Courage (user2, 26 Feb 2022)

[2] […] meanwhile the central and southern #Ukraine 

was inhabited by Sarmatians which were the part of 

the Scythia culture. More than 2000 years passed 

since Herodotus visited these territories […]

(user 3, 25 May 2022)

Ancient Historian ____
[Herodotus] 

[Thucydides]
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