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A couple of words about my background...

= Research on the intersection of language, media and society (media linguistics,
media sociolinguistics, media discourse analysis)

= ... with a particular interest in how language and communication are shaped by and
shape digital media and technologies.

Georgakopoulou, A. and Spilioti, T. eds. 2016.
The Routledge Handbook of Language and Digital Communication.
London and New York: Routledge.
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A couple of words about my background...

= Research on the intersection of language, media and society (media linguistics,
media sociolinguistics, media discourse analysis)

= ... with a particular interest in how language and communication are shaped by and
shape digital media and technologies

Spilioti, T. and Tagg, C. eds. 2017.
The Ethics of Online Research Methods in Applied Linguistics.
Applied Linguistics Review (special issue), Volume 8, Issue 2-3.
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A couple of words about my background...

= Research on the intersection of language, media and society (media linguistics,
media sociolinguistics, media discourse analysis)

= ... with a particular interest in how language and communication are shaped by and
shape digital media and technologies

I ihint: The shared f #JeSuisAyla
Giaxoglou, K. and Spilioti, T. 2020. Theshared docyofeledalnivien
The shared story of #JeSuisAylan on Twitter: Story participation and stancetaking

in visual small stories

Story participation and stancetaking in visual small Stories. ... ciogion and teresa spiiot
Pragmatics 30 (2), pp. 277-302. ety O Gty

Despite an increased interest in the discourse representations of refugees in
the media, little attention has been paid so far to the circulation and uptake
of such portrayals in social media. This article addresses this gap by exam-
ining networked users' reactions to the iconic image of Alan Kurdi, which
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Twittering the War: The Question(s)

Starting Point:

How (and why) Is the ancient past mobilised in contemporary and novel forms,
contexts and media?

» How are ancient historical texts and associated narratives mobilised on
Twitter?

How are Herodotus’ Histories of the Persian Wars and Thucydides’
History of the Peloponnesian War mobilised and (re)embedded in public
tweets about the war in Ukraine?
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Twittering the War: The Methodology

] Collecting the tweets e

woras
LR A .

Search filters A o these words
Herodotus
Example: what's happening - contains both *what's” and “happening™

‘€os People

This exact phrase

From anyone
Exaomple: happy hour - contains the exact phrase “happy hour™

LA

People you follow

Any of these words

Example: cats dogs - contains edther “cats” or "dogs” (ar both)

Location

Anywhere

None of these words

Near you

Example: cats dogs - does pot contain “cats” and does not contain “dogs®

These hashtags
#Ukraine

Example: # ThrowbackThursday - containg the hashtag #ThrowbackThursday

=

Advanced search

Language

English
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v
Collecting the tweets (iterative process)

Sampling Initial Sample Final Sample
Criteria (93 tweets) (293 tweets; 11,139 tokens; 8,215 words)

(key)words  Herodotus; Thucydides Herodotus; Thucydides; Leonidas;
Thermopylae; Scythia; Battle of Marathon;
Melian/Peloponnesian War; Athenian/s;
Pericles; Russia/Ukraine

hashtag(s)  #Ukraine #Ukraine
language English English
dates 24 Feb — 24 Jun 2022 24 Feb 2022 — 24 Feb 2023
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Storing and Organising the tweets

LINK LINK ENGAGEMENT

to other content to tweet | | Replies — Retweets - Likes

DATE | | Twitter handle | | TEXT Other content

it Excel DataCollection! ¢® £ Search (Optioh + Q) £23 (

File Nome Insert Draw Page Layout Foimulas Data Review View Automate Help J comments A+ Catch up j Edftin of Share
7 the i3 | e =5 «0 00 . 3
v m v \g ’Cahbn v|12 V‘ B i & v Av e = g% v Date v 00 50 Er‘li Z\, :Z?V 7Y “es
A2 S Jx Hprodotus + #Ukraine
4 A 8 C D F G H 1 J
1 Search Terms Dyt Userna Text Text of / Embedded link  Link to Tweet Replies Retweet|
“"Omne year on, most of the world understands thas https:/fwww.bloomberg com/op
[Putin is] not an evil genius — just a liar, a brute, and pionfarticies/2023-02-18/a-year
a war criminal.” A Year of War in ¢17k e Putin - of-war-in-ukraine-putin-should-h  https://twittercom/un
Should Have Read Herodotus. We All Should - ave-read-herodotus-we-all-shoul pubmedia/status/162
2 |Herodotus + #Ukraine 18-Feb-23 unpubmedia Bloomberg #Ukrainewar #warnews d 6915867274498048 1 1 3
hitps://www.bloomberg.com/opd
nion/articles/2023-02-18/a-year-
A Year of #Wir in #Uksaine: #Putin Should Have of-war-in-ukraine-putin-should-h https://twittercom/un
Read #Herodotus . We All Should - Bioomberg ave-read-herodotus-we-ali-shoul pubmedia/status/1
3 18-Feb-23 unpubmedia Yuspoh #cdnpoh d 6915463111 0 o 1
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Analysing the tweets
(illustrating potential lines of enquiry)
»How are Herodotus’ Histories of the Persian Wars and Thucydides’

History of the Peloponnesian War mobilised and (re)embedded in
public tweets about the war in Ukraine?

1 What themes and/or wider discourses are invoked In the tweets that
mention Herodotus and Thucydides in the context of this war?

1 How are the two ancient historians (re)presented in the sample (cf.
reception of Herodotus and Thucydides)?
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(illustrating potential lines of enquiry)

SKETCH
ENGINE

SketchEngine: ‘is the ultimate tool to
explore how language works. Its
algorithms analyze text corpora to identify
Instantly what is typical in language and

what 1s rare, unusual or emerging usage’
(SketchEngine 2023)
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Wordlists (Frequency Lists) & Themes

1. the 1. #ukraine 11.  trap

2. 2. thucydides 12. Russia

3. be 3. #russia 13. king

4. , 4, leonidas 14. history

5. " vS. 5. war 15.  #ukrainerussiawar
6. #ukraine 6. ukraine 16. herodotus

7. of 7. Thermopylae 17. Spartan

8. and 8. world 18. day

9. to 9. time 19. power

10. in 10. #putin 20. year
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Wordlists (Frequency Lists) & Themes

1. it

2. they
3. their
4, I

5. you
6. he

7. we

8. his

9. our
10. them
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Examining the word In context

Concordance: ‘a collection of the occurrences of a word-form (node), each in its
own textual environment’ (Sinclair 1991: 32).

CONCORDANCE

OOk femgen mavcrg v o 39 '
2000 10 gy s v o250 )

0 Owism

=

a
(=)
e
+ 0
O
Q
o
+ 0
0
0
Q
O
0
(]
Q
0

x

&

TwenCorpus_War

A0 Wost now st 39 e sanw st e FURA cipeosThe el of

AU mupeis 300 Nave Oersed MUl Mt i agarsl 4 0O <ioect>
AU T <500 Usranian watnans « The 300 Soamaes Sertey Voiyna »

A . De0e  umans" 8 FOraonesin pemeas he's sorre son of

IR 7 comences - aganat il 03 - saved Rome Som & foeegn

N0 e eeans Thin s FUM W £20krmbyy repowmeis e spe! o

S AU omnTrin 5 Ot Dyt Ukeane ame We e 300 ana Toloraky & ke

”
.

T AT W s Presadernl VOOt Zinaniay el he rerteeDored (he
.
»

U rwrekyyUa’ Vemodyrryr Jeteasy w b Svever compaeedt b Pe

y W by o WY W A parody of 200 where M pres

Lo AU ewdee At arreren 1 Quiode Yoo 300 £obi e FUR mre e W
AL et VWro v Jetenaivyy M sctaving Ma Wenonal slane o

w0 e "Vaton Late™ wbn Deeng Wl 40 surtemier few swnaposs by

N sy W Boursend (1at Wagh P fubimre Praaciere o

S v A ARah A s 1 e Tparta anvd @ Tababyyie w

w0 e iign wivie tary Al detend Taar e shmensConrage e

= O ¥ X

Cing
Nimg

Cing
b ]
vy
g
Wing
ing
v
L
Sing
"ing
Cimg
Sirg

g

-~ Ty & i3

FY R0 -8 o &0

e =

LOoretas 5 Jacn « T iWe el Som 1TF 10 S < ST e
Looraian | wount S vy provat FURRAT® “M Siersatng 1t sew *
Laorias A syth of & naton and of B wOAL & Deng Sore ol of
Looralen Dy wmrg e ety theens & (reteraing s & & s
P02 poern 290 A Soanten, Leorsden s XX - ageret o 000N
Loorslad | #7unm m muve comardly P Kot | FAnase & o
Laoretss ant e Suave 10 comctsTiay @0 wrg Paw heet ¥
Leorian geang Pe West b PUNmrwe “Thves Sammes Sease
Laorwden o Saate ne mmtier Svva Bie iy Flaey e £ A
Laorstes Avwrrosen t Duoe S X0 Suarsre £ ncwrwfoasel
Laorwion Tha eert! @l arire Pt Sae ~wr W) apersl § e
Laaratan < wllo™ AQN W s e W00 SO Dace B
Datusn cumin Carmm o0 tahe e’ o 8 larty accsww rewe
Lovwndaon #/warnny P mraWer [ onrprrm bvan poe e on
Learadon ¢ Ve comtamt (4 X0 P arwllnss arws ot
eoraian = FOmteatl v Féatpreyt Jotwrwt gy P P

-
2y




[Q'lIa Centre for Language and
UNIVERSITY Communication Research
PRIFYSGOL Canolfan Ymchwil laith
(@] ;5 Chyfathrebu

Exploring reception of ancient historical texts througn
the lens of ‘collocation’

Collocation: ‘a frequent co-occurrence of words’ (Sinclair 1996: 28) — ‘you shall
know a word by the company it keeps (Firth, 1957: 11)

‘ Fletcher Russia & Eurasia Program
OFletcheRussia Unpublished Media

@unpubmedia
must/should

*#lussia was far from a liberal democracy before its Invasion of

“One year on, most of the world understands that [Putin is] not an evil
genius — just a liar, a brute, and a war criminal.”
I'ead A Year of War in #Ukraine: Putin|Should Have Read Herodotus| We All

. . . ould - Bloomber, cralnewar #warnews
__Ancient Historign > et

Sobon gelsteberbont @dandrezner's analysis of why
must read Thucydides | avoid the tragedy that befoll

[H erodotus] bloomberg.com
. One Year On, Putin Must Wish He'd Read His Herodotus
[Th ucyd |d€S] What the war in Ukraine has proven is that all of us, starting

with the Russian president, have been arrogantly wrong ...

12:05 PM - Feb 18, 2023 - 451 Views

1Retweet 1Quote 3 Likes
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Exploring reception of ancient historical texts througn
the lens of ‘collocation’

Ancient Historian

[Herodotus]
[Thucydides] .
Herodotus as a ... Thucydides as a ...

[1] Herodotus reports that just before the Battle of [3] With respect to #Ukraine & #Russia the Melian
Thermoplyae [sic], a Spartan warrior [...] “Good, dialogue , a cornerstone of anyone studying #war

Then we shall have our battle in the shade” #Ukraine  remains valid . The observation by Thucydides just as
#sparta #resilience #Courage (user2, 26 Feb 2022) correct now as it has always been.(user 5, 26 Feb 2022)

[2][...] meanwhile the central and southern #Ukraine  [4] My heart and soul is devastated because of the
was inhabited by Sarmatians which were the part of Russian invasion and attack against #Ukraine. Here are

the Scythia culture. More than 2000 years passed some thoughts. [...] think how Thucydides had defined
since Herodotus visited these territories [ ...] the origins of war: honor, fear, interest.
(user 3, 25 May 2022) (user 6, 27 Feb 2022)



Thank you for your attention!

SpiliotiT1@cardiff.ac.uk



mailto:SpiliotiT1@cardiff.ac.uk

